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FOREWORD

From the perspective of 2018, those dark and distant days of 1944 seem remote - even perhaps 
dark and distant.  Few can identify with - and even fewer can remember - what it felt like to be 
under the shadow of the prospect of the Nazi boot, or contemplate the all too real possibility of 
tea with Mr Hitler or breakfast at the Dorchester with one of his even less appealing accomplices 
in crime - Mr Goebels perhaps, or worse Mr and Mrs Goebels en famille.

For this reason it is also difficult for most of us to imagine the simple pleasures of that time or the 
joy those fighting on all fronts for an allied victory derived from simple reminders of a “normal 
life” - that life which had been cruelly lost and which they scarcely dared hope might one day be 
restored to them.    So it must have been with great joy that readers throughout Dorset opened 
their all-colour Souvenir Unique Dorset Aeroplanes, Women and Tractors Christmas 1944 Special at 
Christmastide 1944.

Paper shortages had dictated that the parent magazine - Unique Dorset Aeroplanes, Women and 
Tractors Monthly - had reduced its publication schedule to that of a quarterly, thus depriving a 
vibrant interest group of its more regular "fix".  The publisher Allen Ian had seen its pre-War 



circulation soar.  How disappointing then that this impressive forward momentum should be 
slowed by the selfish acts of a tyrant intent on European domination and the destruction of our 
precious Dorset culture: aeroplanes, women, tractors and all.  

Happily, as today's regular subscribers to the magazine will know, Unique Dorset Aeroplanes, 
Women and Tractors Monthly survived those dark and distant days and continues, even now, to 
find a treasured place in the hearts and minds of those unable to get out much and "a little on 
the thin side" when it comes to friends and family1.  But how could it be otherwise?  What organ 
better serves those with a need for Dorset aeroplanes, woman and tractors than Unique Dorset 
Aeroplanes, Women and Tractors Monthly?

Fordson, Allis-Chalmers, Farmall (tractors); Spitfire, Hurricane, Lancaster (aeroplanes) and  Alice, 
Mabel, Freda (women) - what names, what redolent smells, what memories (see paragraph 1 line 
2 above for an alternative view).  And what an honour to be invited to write a Foreword to this 
marvellous THREADBONE TRU-DIGITAL 74th Anniversary reproduction!

Purchasers will know that some of the (undisclosed) profits from the sale of this marvellous 
publication will go the Royal Dorset Constabulary's Pension Shortfall Crisis Appeal  whose Patron
1 If you know anyone bereft of friends, family and the normal stimulations of social intercourse, why not consider giving 
them a subscription to Dorset Aeroplanes, Women and Tractors Monthly? Contact the publishers for details.

Dr Carroit and Potato Pete



Sir Rising Crimewave has done so much for our County - especially its aeroplanes and tractors 
and even more especially (pace the protestations of Sir Rising himself ) for more than a few of its 
more appealing women.

Finally, it gives me great pleasure to commend to you the work of the artist responsible for the 
illustrations contained in this facsimile Souvenir Edition of the Unique Dorset Aeroplanes, Women 
and Tractors Christmas 1944 Special - Launcelot Thrupiece.  Described by Sir Winston Churchill 
as "an example to some and a warning to others", he is generally credited with having produced 
more than 300 images of Dorset aeroplanes, women and tractors, some in isolation, many in 
ensemble but all painted from life with infinite skill and drawing only upon the local resources at 
his disposal (a retrospective thank you to Alice, Mabel and Freda!!).

It remains only for me to wish you many happy hours of contemplation as you meet either for 
the first time or the last these marvellous "windows" into lost Wartime life.  Anyone for a slice of 
Woolton Pie?

Mrs Amanda J Threadbone
Great Heaving

September 2019
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"The girls thought the pilot was trying to impress them with his victory rolls.
Only the young Professor Thrupiece realised he was

desperately trying to spell SOS."



Launcelot Thrupiece



" 'Three pilots between four girls just didn't stack up', thought Alice, 'if 
I can just get this bloody thing into reverse, I can take out Mabel and 

improve my chances considerably'."



Launcelot Thrupiece



"Freda had no idea why Mabel was waving so enthusiastically.
There wasn't a chance in  hell that Squadron Leader Kite

would notice her Directoire knickers from that altitude"





"Thatching the roof of the gypsy caravan was a tricky business at any time, but with 
grandma on the accelerator, that funny man grooming the kids

and those noisy buggers overhead, it was near impossible."



Launcelot Thrupiece



"The five girls were well aware that the chances of all seven pilots 
surviving were slim.  Still, with luck, come closing time at the

Dog and Duck tonight there would still be one each."



Launcelot Thrupiece



"Trenton Whisky-McNightly felt life was unfair. Up there his friends were off 
for a bit of a jaunt, whilst down here, his best friend had the girl

and he was stuck with her mother."
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"Freda Oats reflected bitterly on last night's misunderstanding.  She 
thought Squadron Leader Kite has promised her a smashing roll in 

the hay, not a dashing roll over the bay."



Launcelot Thrupiece



THE "KEEP CALM AND STAY ..." posters are reproduced  by kind permission of 
THE KEEP CALM AND STAY ... COMPANY LTD: A division of the Threadbone Press Ltd.
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eaders of  Unique Dorset Aeroplanes, 
Women and Tractor's Monthly will delight R

in this all new especially-commissioned 
facsimile edition of the Magazine's 1944 
Christmas Special complete with original 
artwork by Launcelot Thrupiece FDRA.  With 
an introduction by Amanda J Threadbone, it 
is an ideal introduction to life in Dorset during 
the Second World War.

£5.99
€1.50 Launcelot Thrupiece


